
 
 

 

 

 

Orion Minerals update on COVID-19 measures 

 

Orion Minerals said today that while it has streamlined its operations to safeguard its 

employees, communities and business from the impact of COVID-19, it is working with local 

government, as well as other private companies and organisations in Siyathemba to ensure a 

collaborative COVID-19 response. 

 

The company proactively closed its operations and local offices ahead of the national 

lockdown. All non-essential work has stopped and despite working remotely, the company is 

focused on the finalisation of an updated Feasibility Study.  

 

Orion’s Commercial & Business Support Manager Marcus Birch said that while the Prieska and 

Kimberley offices were temporarily closed, Orion remains actively engaged in the community 

through the Orion Siyathemba Stakeholder Engagement Forum and through the Siyathemba 

CSI Collaboration Forum, which was established by several entities operating within the 

municipality.  

 

The Siyathemba CSI Collaboration Forum is also engaging on a regular basis with the Local 

Outreach Response Team, which has been constituted with representation from the 

Municipality and all departments of local government including SAPS, and is chaired by the 

CEO of the hospital, to help identify priority initiatives so that COVID-19 efforts can be aligned. 

 

Together the members of the Siyathemba CSI Collaboration Forum – comprising the Mulilo 

Prieska Solar Community Trust, Copperton Wind Farm, Garob Wind Farm, Sonnedix, Alkantpan 

Test Range and Orion – have already delivered supplies to old age homes, clinics and 

hospitals; engaged a local hospital on possible areas of support; and delivered food parcels 

to 34 community members identified as being in urgent need of assistance.  

 

“Community communications from the Forum, which are distributed electronically and via 

social media, have focused on the importance of COVID-19 prevention, through hygiene and 

social distancing, and the lockdown regulations, which were designed to curb the spread of 

the virus,” said Birch. 

 

Orion and the Siyathemba CSI Collaboration Forum are committed to supporting the 

government and community in this unprecedented time.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

Birch said Orion is still accepting CVs from job seekers who would like to be considered for 

employment when the mine development commences. He said CVs could be submitted 

through the company’s website (www.orionminerals.com.au/careers). 

 

 

 

Giel Macdonald, an Orion Siyathemba Stakeholder Engagement Forum member 

representing religious groups, collects the food parcels for distribution to the six wards in 

Siyathemba. 
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